
CONCERNS 
Immediate Concerns 

*Isaac Bowman (Bonnie Newsome’s brother) *Sandra Plant *Martha Bryan Carr (Richard & Shay Carr’s 

daughter) *Charlotte Cook *Howard Hall *Brady Brock *Diane Wilson *Dolly Stringer *Bobby Harnage  

*Bill Acuff *Mackenzi Crawford (Michael (Samantha) Crawford’s sister)  

On-Going Concerns  
*Konner Rice (Joyce Laabs’ great grandson) *Mitch Britt (Alice Griner’s son)  

*Ellen Plant (Sandra Plant’s sister-in-law) *Luna Chappell (Verna Moon’s great granddaughter)  

*Emily Joiner (Dennis Irby’s aunt) *Linda Edwards (Jason Edwards’ mother) 

*Patsy Miller (Sandy Hooks’ mother) *Willard Lasseter *Joanne Meredith (Doris Harsh’s daughter)  
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The transition from high school to college or adulthood is filled with hopes and fears. For the graduating 

seniors who will soon head off to college, the hopes far outweigh any fears they might have. For parents, it’s the 

exact opposite. I’ve experienced the former, and I know the latter will be here before I know it with my two 

boys. The end of high school draws a close to one chapter of life. Regardless of whether you go to college or 

not, you begin a new chapter when you walk out of high school for the final time. For better or worse, ready or 

not, you are pushed into adulthood with all its hills and valleys, and the related life decisions that go along with 

it. 

Families hope that they have imparted upon their children the importance of their faith, and making 

decisions based upon that faith, throughout their graduate’s childhood and adolescence the best they ugh 

childhood and ad go along with it.s, expectool for the final time. For better or worse, ready or not, you 

armascassda. Parents ultimately hope their children will use this foundation to make good decisions and stay 

involved with their faith now that they are free. Graduates will make plenty of good and bad decisions in the 

years that lie in front of them, as we all did, but I hope the good will outweigh the bad. One of our greatest hopes 

as the church, is that when faced with a particularly difficult decision, our graduates will not only remember 

their parents, but remember the great group of witnesses who love and support them, and made a promise to 

them. In their baptisms our congregation promised to nurture them throughout their lives, and it is not a promise 

that ends when they are confirmed or when they graduate into adulthood, but one that continues on until we are 

unified with Christ. 

Some of the most difficult decisions we make are not the clear-cut ones between good and evil. Some of 

the most difficult decisions are the ones where doing good will lead to discomfort and possibly even suffering 

for what we know is right, versus taking the easier, less risky choice but the one which may compromise our 

faith. Not all of our Christian decisions lead us to a life of luxury, some may lead us away from the wealth and 

power that the world claims as all-important, in favor of service and supplication, towards the cross. 

Who will harm us for doing good? Sometimes no one. Sometimes we will be encouraged in our good 

deeds, and other times we will be persecuted for holding on to our beliefs. We will be a light shining in the 

darkness, and I hope we have the courage, the endurance of faith, to not hide it under a bushel basket. Jesus’ 

answer to this question would be that nearly everyone will harm us. Even those who follow us may choose, at 

times, to shout us down for following the truth; and doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. 

Jesus wasn’t crucified for his love of the empire but for pointing others toward a life more closely aligned with 

God’s intentions for our relationship with God. 

Do not fear. Do not be intimidated. Sanctify Christ as Lord. Be ready to make defense of the gospel, yet 

do so with gentleness and reverence. And remember these words from Paul’s letter to the church in Rome: If 

God is for us, who is against us? For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

In Christ, A.J. 



Music Corner 
15 Reasons We Should Still Be Using Hymnals by Jonathan Aigner 

10. Hymnals are not particularly distracting. Screens are actually very difficult to follow. Whenever 

I’m forced to read a projected text, I am so easily lost in the colors, backgrounds, and movements. I 

find myself anticipating when the next slide will be advanced. When I’m using a hymnal, none of 

that comes into play. I have the words and music, and I don’t even have to worry about turning the 

page. 

11. Hymnals preserve the aesthetics of the Sanctuary. There is rarely a good place to hang a screen. 

Even worse, when installed into older spaces, the result can be a visual nightmare. Don’t be 

mistaken. It may be a secondary issue, but it’s also a theological one. Here is a particularly painful 

before and after example from Second Baptist Church in Houston, Texas. The beautiful organ pipe 

arrangement and the stained glass baptistry are now masked by three massive projection screens.  

The en chamade were completely removed. 

12. Hymnals confront us with “new” songs. We tend to go back to our favorite songs too often. It’s 

easy to fall into a rut. I recently looked back at a year’s worth of bulletins, and was a little 

embarrassed at how much we had sung several hymns. Not that there was anything wrong with the 

hymns, but the congregation needs to be stretched to learn unfamiliar songs. When I was a kid, I 

enjoyed learning to play my favorite hymns on the piano from my mom’s 1975 Baptist Hymnal. 

Along the way, I would run into hymns that weren’t my favorites. After a while, while flipping 

through the book, I would run into these hymns again and again. Finally, I would stop and take a 

look. Often, these “new” hymns turned out to be great sources of encouragement to me, even though 

they were once unfamiliar and foreign. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Strengthening of the Church  

Sunday, May 28, 8:30 AM 

Office Closed—Memorial Day 

Monday, May 29 

Finance Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, June 7, 5:00 PM 

Deacon’s Meeting 

Sunday, June 11, 8:30 AM 

Missions Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, June 13, 5:00 PM 

CORNERSTONES 
CHARLIE JOHNSON IN “Beatsville” 

May 18-May 20—We will spend 2 nights in 

Sarasota, go to the show on Friday night and 

come home on Saturday. 

       

Class of 2017 

Mallory Herndon 

John William Keith 

Michael Young 

 

HELPING HANDS BOX —  

TOY SHOPPE  
To give the volunteers at the Toy Shoppe time to 

clean up and organize donations, we collect "like 

new" or gently used toys, games, and books for 

children from birth to age 12 during the summer 

months.  Please put character-building donations 

in the Helping Hands box in the Fellowship Hall. 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
The church office is now operating on summer 

hours: 

Monday-Thursday - 9 AM—4PM 

Friday - 9 AM—3 PM 

SUMMER GAZETTE 

SCHEDULE 
The Gazette will only be published every other 

week during the summer months. 



FLOWERS 
The flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, May 21 were given  

in honor of our 2017 graduates and in memory of J. Hawk 

by Linda Stegall and family 

YOUTH NEWS 
MONTREAT COMMISSIONING 
Sunday, June 4, 11:00 am - Montreat conferees please plan to join us in worship on Sunday, June 4 

when we will commission those attending the Montreat Youth Conference. 

VBS 2017 - Hero Central 

Sun., July 16-Thurs., July 20 - We're teaming up with FUMC for VBS this year, so we'll have extra 

kids and will need extra help!  Please mark your calendars and plan to come help out with VBS! 

MISSION TRIP - Fall Break 2017 
Thurs., Oct. 19-Sun., Oct. 22 - The DOOR Atlanta experience centers on the theme of Bread for the 

Journey and answers the question of "who is our neighbor?" by using the Bible and writings of Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Participants engage this theme and focus question through service work and 

community interactions. All participants go to The King Center to learn more about social justice and 

the changes the city of Atlanta has experienced because of the Civil Rights Movement.  This is an 

opportunity to experience urban mission in our home state, and to serve those in our own 

"backyard."  Open to 6th-12th graders (next school year), $195/person.  Registration due by July 23.   

DOGWOOD ACRES—REGISTRATION STILL OPEN! 
Camp is June 25-30 - We are so excited about our new presbytery partnership with Dogwood 

Acres Camp in the FL Panhandle.  Camp is open to students who have completed 3rd-12th grade, 

and there will be leadership responsibilities for high schoolers who are interested.  We hope 

MANY of you will sign up so that this new camp experience gets off to a great start.  You can 

register online at www.dogwoodacres.org.  

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Teachers needed for the combined children’s summer Sunday School class, June 4—August 

13. Please see the sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall or contact Katherine. 

NO SUMMER CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
Beginning Sunday, June 4, rising first graders and up will be invited to remain in worship for the 

full service. Rising Kindergarten and under may be dismissed to the nursery following the Time 

for Young Disciples. Children’s Church will resume in the fall. 

WOMEN’S CONNECTION IN MONTREAT 

August 11-13, 2017 - Keynoter Rachel Held Evans and preacher Sera Chung will be leading the 

2017 Women's Connection conference in Montreat. $325 covers registration, housing and meals, 

and a copy of RHE's most recent book, Searching for Sunday. Childcare is available for children 

6mo+ for an additional cost. Sign up with Katherine by Friday, June 23 before registration rates 

go up. For more info visit www.montreat.org/women. 

http://www.dogwoodacres.org/
http://www.montreat.org/women
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Return Services Requested 

FROM THE KITCHEN 

It has been nice this week not to have to follow a schedule.  I am sitting at my 

computer typing this when I usually would be at the church getting your dinner 

ready.  I surely do miss seeing you. 

Bonnie and I have been busy cleaning and organizing things after such a busy 

year.   
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

June 5  Soup Kitchen 

JULY16-JULY 20 Vacation Bible School 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

God created this day and filled it with countless opportunities to love, to serve, 

and to seek His guidance. Seize each of these opportunities. Use this summer to 

slow down and establish clear priorities that are pleasing to Him. 

In Christ, Faye 


